A ONE DAY SENSITIZATION WITH KABUSA MARKET WOMEN
ASSOCIATION ON GENDER BASED VIOLENCE (GBV)
DATED: 12Th June 2018.

The problem of gender-based violence (GBV) is an age-long problem
in our communities which has led to loss of lives, emotional disorder,
psychological torture and other forms of human rights abuses.
These violations happen more in rural areas than the urban areas
due to poor access to information, inadequate exposure and antihuman rights cultural practices, leading to an anti-social
environment for women and children. Market women who ordinarily
carry the burden for over 70% of the Nigerian families and are the
economic main- stay of most homes suffer the most. It shows in
several ways and not necessarily violent – owing to Market women
often non awareness of this, it gradually ebbs their sense of dignity
and consequent inability to raise citizens who fully appreciate their
beings in our homes.
Lawyers Alert as a human rights Organization has identified the gap
which has put the lives of many women at the risk of suffering
violations and other human rights abuses, and is now engaging
market women associations across the country to sensitize them on
Gender based violence.
The first of this training held with the kabusa market women – Abuja
sorboses. The training which started at about 2:30 PM with over
fourty women in attendance was held at the market square and it
started with an opening prayer by a delegate of the Market Women
Leader, after which a welcome address was taken by the Market
Women Leader herself. All the participants briefly introduced
themselves. Mr. Yemi Agoro took time to introduce Lawyers Alert as
an Organization to the women and also talked about the Objectives
of the meeting. Ellen Onugha who is our legal officer took time to talk
about legal literacy and Sexual Reproductive Health Rights (SRHR).
Mr Yemi Agoro and Elvis Torkuma took few minutes to summarize
everything in local English in other for the women to understand it
better. After the session on legal literacy and Sexual reproductive

Health Rights (SRHR), we gave room for comments and questions.
The women were excited with our services and many threw questions
which we were able to respond to with the rights answers.
below are some of the pictures of the event:

One woman stood up and said, she would take it upon herself to
educate those who were not present at the meeting. Another
woman said initially she thought it was money we came to share
to them but what she learnt from us is much more than money.
After the feedback session, emphases were made on Lawyers
A l e r t ’ s pro bono services, mediation, where and how they can
access our free legal services and what to do when their rights are
violated. This topic was even more exciting and overwhelming to
them because even before we could finish this session, we had over
six women reporting violations to us at the spot. It was a
successful program because from their comments, questions,
recommendations and openness to discuss their problems with us
at the training ground, we
could see that we exceeded their expectations.
below are more pictures of the event:

In conclusion, we recommend more of this sensitization program
for market women in other locations because many women do not
know their rights and they do not know that these rights can be
protected and enhanced. This will lead to more enlightened women
in the society and reduction or total eradication of gender-based
violence in Nigeria.
More pictures on our Picture speak Page

